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McDowell Group
ÅMultidisciplinary research and consulting since 1972

Å19 professional staff in Anchorage, Juneau, and WA State

ÅServices include:

ÅEconomic and socioeconomic analysis

ÅMarket research

ÅProgram evaluations

ÅFeasibility studies

ÅBusiness development and planning
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Methodology
ÅAMHS data (2014)
ÅTraffic: passengers, vehicles, port traffic, freight, residency, etc.

ÅEmployment/payroll by community

ÅCapital/operating expenditures by community

ÅIMPLAN for impact analysis

ÅAlaska Visitor Statistics Program (AVSP) for visitor statistics

ÅExecutive interviews in case study communities



Overview and Traffic



AMHS History
Å1951: Territory operates ferry in Lynn Canal

Å1963: AMHS begins with four vessels

Å1970s/80s: vessels and services expand

Å1980: 9 ships; 30 ports

Å1992: peak traffic (420K pax)

ÅLate 90s-late 00s: traffic decline

Å2014: 33 ports; 319K pax



AMHS Overview
Å33 AK ports; two systems (SE & SW)

Å28 ports not connected to road system

Åмм ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ όōǳƛƭǘ Ψсо ǘƻ Ωлрύ
Å2 new dayboats under construction



Alaskan Ridership

AMHS carried residents from 
175 communities

Anchorage and Mat-Su 
residents accounted for 
20,000 bookings and 15% of 
revenue from Alaskans

Source: AMHS data: 



Visitors and AMHS

More than half visit Anchorage, 
36% visit Denali, and 25% visit 
Fairbanks

Non-residents account for 30% 
of traffic and 40% of revenues

Source: AVSP 7, AMHS data: $103.7 
million


